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Directors Corner 1
Carl & Becky
Rider Education 2 i . .
Don Buntin With the end of September comes the wind down of many things.
As | write this, | am watching the Rockies first game against the
Southeastern States 3 Brewers winding down. The baseball season is winding down with
Vacation . . .
Carl Manning the Rockies still having a chance to make the playoffs. The prob-
ability of nice weather in which to ride diminishing, indicates the
Chapter A Happenings 3 end of the regular riding season. With the shorter days, and less
Rebirth of the Honda 4 planned rides, attendance at the meetings also declines. Over the
Gold Wingii Part 2 last couple months we have brought to your attention where the
Kermit Whitfield chapter used to be in membership and attendance, and where it is
, today. Many of you have come to me with what you saw as rea-
Points of Interest 5

sons for the decline in membership. | think all of those reasons are
valid, but what we need to do is to find ways to replace those

September Meetin 6
P g members as they depatrt.

October Calendar ! As many of you will recall, last meeting Rich Pekari announced that
November Calendar 8 he was probably moving to Ft. Collins within the next couple
months. Just a few days ago, | received an email from him stating
Staff Listings 910 that the move was definite. While Rich will be missed, | hope all of
. you will join me in wishing he and Phyllis all the best in their new
Advertisements 11

location. | also hope you will help find ways to find someone to

take their place.
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I hope everyone will think back over the last summer. Did you have

fun with the chapter on rides and other activities? Do you think

others would enjoy those same rides and activities? If so, share
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y to what it
latest happenings with once was.

Chapter A by checking out
our website at
www.wingnutscoa.com.
You will be glad you did!




Chapter 0AO0 Ride Educ
Don Buntin

e all find ourselves out there on the road Bonneville almost 17 feet and a Victory Kingpin a whop-
some point having to make aturn. ping 24 feet. I havendét yet me
Maybe you just passed theroadyouwers’kay st andards usually state t he
supposed to take or realized that it wouldharrow as 9 feet. That means a narrow two lane road

be advisable to fill up at that gas station you just passethaght be just 18 feet wide. If the bike is leaned into the

hundred yards back. Do you make duth, search for a turn the turning radius will be a little less than the walk

pull off or wide spot or go around the block (if there arearound radius. Factory spec sheets usually give little, if

side streets). Doing any of these can depend on multieny , i ndi cati on of a bikebs tur
circumstances and should be considered with safety incompetent turner, a GL1800 will readily make a feet up
mind. U-turn on the aforementioned twane road.

Mastering a tight kturn is an art in itself. We all would So how do we become competent? The answer is follow-
like to appear graceful and competent, checking in froning the basics of turning and PRACTICE, PRACTICE,
and back for traffic as we slow almost to a stop at the f&BRACTICE. So what are the basics of turning. Remem-
right side of the pavement, and with feetonthe pegswe er fisl owo, @Al ooko, @Al eand and
turn the handlebars, countieraning to offset the lean of look where you want to go, lean the bike and slightly roll
the bike, and in less than the width of a two lane road on the throttle to maintain speed and control. In perform-
have reversed our direction. All this while the world  ing a Uturn remember to look clear back over you shoul-
watches and marvels at our accomplishment. der (180 degrees back) to the spot where you wantthe U
turn to end. If you try to watch the side of the road as
Less applausworthy is when a rider comes to a full stopvell as over your shoulder, | guarantee you will wind up
and then duckvalks the bike around in a sewiicle. In  on the side of the road with theturn a long ways from
lieu of this other riders would prefer to continue on to abeing completed. Lean the bike WAYYY over and put
convenient parking lot, turn off the road and then comemost of your weight on the outside footpeg (or shift your
back on, rather than do that fulktdrn. butt to the outside edge of the saddle). Another thing to
try is to start the Hurn not from the right side of your
One of the things we should be aware of is how easy idahe. Start the Wurn from the middle of your lane but
for us to make a diurn on our own bike. Different brandwhile angling toward the right side of the road. This gives

and types of bikes have very different turning radiusesy ou a | istttalre o0fise amdc e you wil |l b
These turning radiuses vary not so much due to the sizeilbf into a turn by the time you are at the edge of the
the bike but due to the physical design of the bike. Thinge a d . Remember that you need t

such as rake (the angle of the steering head), trail (rouglfijle executing the Hurn, both by maintaining your

the distance on the ground from the center of the front view of where you want to go and maintaining adequate

axle forward to a spot on the ground directly in line witrspeed through the-tlirn. Too slow a speed and you will

the steering head angle or inline with the forks), wheel-veer into the turn and likely drop the bike on the low side

base, physical turn available in the front fork (how far yand too fast a speed and you will increase your radius and

can turn the handlebars), weight distribution and variousind up on the shoulder. Many say to use the friction

other aspects. In doing some research on this | found aahe of the clutch to maintain speed. An alternate that |

that the Yamaha XT225 needs almost 12 feetforawalk hi nk i s better is to fAstay awe
around, a Kawasaki Ninja 500 almost 16 feet, a Triumpftontinued on Page 6)

Chapter A Members: Share your Rides!

Feel like sharing? Reach out and touch someone with a story ak
one of your rides or maybe |
just waiting to hear about your fantastic ride! How about sharing
Try your hand at writing an article for the next Chapter A newsle
ter?

grleat pict

Capture your experience and send it to Kim Allsop
(kim.allsop@comcast.net) by the 20th of each month. Send you
stories, paragraphs or just pictures (along with a caption) for inclu-




By Carl Manning
October 1 Chapter A Meeting

On Friday, September 4 Paul Lonnstrom and | me} Buck Community Center

7:00 pm
for breakfast to start our two week great adven- Carl g Becky Manning

ture. Becky and Lorna, having decided that they 303-932-9517
RARY QU gtyild G2 GF1S GKP FdzZ £ (wngws cd@epreastney SNBE |2 Y

October 4 Impromptu Ride
8:00 am, Dairy Queen
Carl & Becky Manning
303-932-9517
wingnuts_cd@comcast.net

October 11 Run the Rocks
7:00 am, Dairy Queen
Sue & John Ewing
720-299-8019
suekewing@yahoo.com

October30 - Womends Retreat Wpekend

November 1 Eva Yekel
303-798-4452
eeyekel@msn.com

us in St. Louis the following afternoon. The first | Date Pending Mystery DiE”e'\; Ride

arl ecky Manning
three dgys were really unrem_arkable. We were 303-932 -9517
only trying to cover ground, since our ultimate wingnuts_cd@comcast.net
destination were the states of Virginia, North and .
South Carolina, Georgia and Florida. Because th¢ November3 — Election Day

most interesting parts of the trip were to occur November 5 Chapter A Meeting

after the fourth day we decided to stick to the in- Buck Community Center
terstate highways to cover ground more effi- 7:00 pm .
ciently. Carl & Becky Manning

303-932-9517
wingnuts_cd@comcast.net
On Monday, the fourth day, we awoke to low
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. 8:00 am, Dairy Queen
leaving Prestonsburg, KY, the road was wet most Carl & Becky Manning

of the day through West Virginia. 303-932-9517
. wingnuts_cd@comcast.net

And Dondt Forgeté
December 5 Christmas Party
Hyatt Regency Tech Center
Robert & Karen Paulsen
Details to follow

On Tuesday morning, the fifth day, we rode the
twenty-some miles to Appomattox Courthouse for
our first sightseeing stop of the trip. Appomattox
Courthouse, as you know was the site of the sign-
ing of the Confederate surrender by General
Robert E. Lee on April 9, 1865. As we toured the
site, we were surprised to learn that in the Com-
monwealth of Virginia, the county seats were
named the name of the county along with the
word courthouse. So while the courthouse sat
(continued on Page 4)

US52, which follows southern West Virginia state
line, is an ideal motorcycle road. Following valleys
at the base of steep mountains, it has sweeping
curves and up and down hills making it easy to set
up a rhythm through the turns. Our fourth night,
Monday, was spent in Lynchburg, Virginia.
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to a whole village (in this case Appomattox Court-

house, not to be confused with the village of Appo-

mattox four miles away).

(continued from Page 3)

The McLean House, the nicest building in the village

was chosen for the site of the surrender by General
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later, there was a surrender parade down the

streets of Appomattox Courthouse in which the _

Army of Northern Virginia, passed between rows gihat afternoon we rode to Fredericksburg for an

Union troops, stacked their arms, received their pé),pportunity to tour the Fredericksburg National Bat-
dons and left for home to take up their prear oc- tlefield. Arriving too late in the day to take the auto
tour, we instead took the walking tour around the
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morning.

great for the MMP associates who had never

Re - Birth of the Honda Gold Wing 2 Some ZHOGHG DOXPLQXP EHIRUH 6R [PO3TV ZH!
History Behind the GL1800, Part 2 IOHZ RIl WR +RQGD1TV ELJ PRWRWF\FOH S
By Kermit Whitfield Hamamatsu, Japan, and took a crash course
(excerpted from Automotive Design and Produc- in the art of welding aluminum.
tion)
They learned that
Note 2 This is part 2 of an older article, pub- aluminum is a com-
lished shortly after the release of the pletely different
GL1800. It provides an interesting historical beast than the steel

FRQWH[W DERXW RXU IDYRULW HtHéyWetbwsed to
working with. Alumi-

The massive Honda Gold Wing motorcy- num transfers the

cle has more parts than a Honda Civic heat from welding to

automobile, so the same attention that other parts of the

Honda designers, engineers, and pro- frame much more

ductlon_pgrsonnel pay to e_ff|C|en<_:|es in quickly than steel For the new Gold Wing's

car -building has been paid to this two - does 2 leading to the frame, Honda switched

wheeler. potential for greater from steel to aluminum.
distortion. At the Weld shop associates had

to learn new more precise

The Trials and Tribulations of Working same time, alumi- techniques to weld the less

with Aluminum num has to be kept -forgiving material.

Perhaps the biggest change between the old to a tighter tolerance

and new Gold Wings is the frame. Since its VLQFH LW GRHVQTW EHQG DQG IOH[] WKH

inception, the bike had been built around a does. In addition to these challenges, much

welded steel frame. The 2001 Gold Wing is of the easily scratched aluminum was going

GLIITHUHQW 7KH PRWRUF\FOHTV t&Ghd Visid€Qdn th¥ fikish&d\bike, unlike the

aluminum for the frame material because of steel frame that had been covered by plastic

its lower weight and greater rigidity 2 which cladding, so more care had to be taken not

translates into a sportier riding feeling for to blemish the metal in any way. Faced by

the customer. Great for the customer, not so (Continued on pag@)




